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Introduction

This booklet will include 
information about Graz, which will 
hopefully guide you through your 
stay! 

Let’s begin…

Austria is made up of 9 provinces. Graz is the capital city of 
Styria, which is a province located in southern Austria. It is the 
second largest city in Austria and has a long tradition as an 
university town.  

In the „Old Town“ you will find buildings and narrow streets that 
are untouched medieval architecture. This part of the city was 
added to the UNESCO list of World Cultural Heritage Sites in 1999.  

In Graz, the spoken language is German, but with an accent that 
is not all that easy to understand. 

How to act 

In Austr
ia it is 

polite to b
e 

punctua
l, which means to 

be 

there at
 least a

 few minutes 

early. Al
so expec

t to sha
ke 

peoples 
hands. However on

ce you 

get to k
now each ot

her you
 

might rec
eive a k

iss on e
ach 

cheek!



 

Graz is a bik
e friendly city. There 

are bike lanes which make it is 

safer for c
yclists. There are sh

ops 

where you c
an buy or 

hire bikes to 

use during your
 stay. You 

can also 

check out Faceb
ook groups fo

r 

offers on u
sed bikes.

Once you arrive in Austria, you 
will need to travel to you 
accommodation.

You will most likely arrive in Austria by plane or train in Graz or 
Vienna. There are trains and buses that will directly get you from the 
airport to the city. For this you should check out these websites: 
 www.oebb.at  www.flixbus.at 

For getting around in the city, you can take the tramway or the buses. 
If you plan on taking public transport in Graz on a regular basis, you 
should consider buying a student ticket, for which you have to pay 
approximately  115€ for an entire semester. 

In the city there are also routes free of charge, called the 
„Altstadtbim“.  These are between these stops:  
Lines 1 + 7: between Südtiroler Platz + Kaiser-Josef-Platz,  
Lines 3 + 6: between Südtiroler Platz + Dietrichsteinplatz,  
Lines 4 + 5: between Schlossbergplatz + Finanzamt,  
Lines 13: between Dietrichsteinplatz + Finanzamt, 
Lines 26: between Jakominiplatz + Dietrichsteinplatz 

There is also a taxi company that is focusing on English speaking 
costumers. You can reach them under +43 0316878.

Public Transport

http://www.oebb.at
http://www.flixbus.at
http://www.oebb.at
http://www.flixbus.at


 

As a citizen from a foreign country you 
should know the rules of the street in 
Austria.

Vehicles drive on the right side of the road, this could be different 
from your country. Therefore you should be cautious and look, left, 
right and left again.  

In Graz especially, there are a lot of cyclists who use a bicycle lane, 
for which you should look out for as well.  

As a cyclist when you are preparing to turn it is important that you 
indicate with your arm to signal the direction you are going.  
Your bicycle should be equipped with 

• 2 Brakes 

• 2 Bicycle headlights: white on the front and red on the back 

• 2 Reflectors: white in the front, red in the back 

• Reflectors on the wheels: 2 yellow ones on each wheel 

• Yellow reflectors on your pedals 

• A bell or a horn

Road Safety

!

Emergen
cy co

ntact
s: 

- Fire 
Depar

tment  
      

      
   122

 

- Polic
e     

      
      

      
     1

33 

- Ambulan
ce    

      
      

      
 144 

- Europ
ean E

mergen
cy Nu

mber  1
12 

A 112
-call

 can 
be made f

rom any 
phon

e 

even 
withou

t sign
al or

 SIM card
. 



 

Accommodation

For your stay in Graz, you will 
need a place to live.

In Graz there are several dormitories for students. For more 
information you should check out this website:  
 www.housing.oead.at/en/accommodation/graz-en 

You can also rent an apartment on Airbnb or find your perfect 
accommodation in one of the many Facebook groups. 

Documents

When you stay in Graz for a long period of 
time, there are some documents you will need. 

If you are staying in Graz for longer than 3 months, you 
have to register. This will cost 15€, which has to be paid  
at the Amt der Steiermärkischen Landesregierung 
(Paulustorgasse 4 8010 Graz, open Monday to Thursday 
8 am to 3 pm, Friday 8 to 12.30 pm). The registration 
has to be done within 3 days of your arrival. 

For your registration you need certain documents:  
1. Meldezettel (Registration form): It must be filled 

out and signed by your landlord. You can get it 
online or in the office, which is located at 
Schmiedgasse 26, 8011 Graz and is open Monday 
to Friday from 7.30 am until 1pm. It has to be filled 
out in German but there are translations online to 
help you when filling it out. 

2. Official ID (Driving license or passport) 

3. Inskriptionsbestätigung: Proof of inscription by the 
university you will be attending 

4. Anmeldebescheinigung: with this you will register 
in the province of Styria, which has to be done 
within the first 3 months of your stay. 

When you leave Graz at the end of your stay, you need 
to deregister. Therefore you need the Meldezettel and 
an official ID. You can deregister at the Amt der 
Steiermärkischen Landesregierung as well. This has to 
be done within 3 days before and 3 days after you 
moved out of your accommodation.  

http://www.housing.oead.at/en/accommodation/graz-en
http://www.housing.oead.at/en/accommodation/graz-en


University

The Pädadogische Hochschule was founded in 
1909. It educates future primary school 
teachers as well as secondary school teachers.  

The University consists of four buildings: the 
„Altbau“, the „Neubau“, the library 
„Studienbibliothek“ and the 2nd floor at 
Ortweinplatz 1.  

There are also two schools, a secondary school 
(„Praxis-NMS“) in the „Neubau“ and the primary 
school („Praxisvolksschule“) in the „Altbau“.  
Besides those two, there are 340 other external 
schools where students can complete their 
teaching practice.

At university the teacher of your 
lectures expect you to be 

punctual. In a good atmosphere 
you should reach your goals with 

your colleges and teachers. 
Therefore both sides are expected 
to act on the grounds of mutual 

respect and appreciation. You 
have to follow the rules set up by 
the professors in order to have a 
good experience. at university.

University:    Library:            International Office: 

Pädagogische Hochschule Steiermark Studienbibliothek            Institut für Diversität und  
1st Floor Office    1st Floor Office            Internationales, 2nd Floor Office 
Hasnerplatz 12    Theodor-Körner Straße 38           Ortweinplatz 1 
8010 Graz    8010 Graz            8010 Graz 
Phone: +43 316 8067 0   Phone: +43 316 8067 3700           E-Mail: international@phst.at 
E-Mail: office@phst.at   E-Mail: bibliothek@phst.at

mailto:office@phst.at
mailto:bibliothek@phst.at
mailto:office@phst.at
mailto:bibliothek@phst.at


Practice Schools

During your stay in Graz you may also 
have to complete teaching practice. 

School system 

Before starting compulsory schooling in Austria children need to 

attend a year in kindergarten at the age of five. Every child's education 

starts in school with four years at primary school (Volksschule) 

followed by four years at a secondary school. Studying at the PH 

Steiermark means that you will work at one of these levels. 

Organization 

The PH Steiermark has a number of co-operative practice schools here 

in Graz and its surroundings. Whether you'd like to teach at a primary 

school or a lower secondary school, the placement co-ordinator will 

discuss your options. Please, be sure which personal interests you 

have- whether it is working with children under or over 10 or to get an 

insight how to support children with special educational needs. 

However, you can expect a lot of different experiences from which you 

will profit for your future career. 

Expectations of student practitioners  

As a student you start the second semester with work shadowing in a 

class before giving lessons by yourself in different school subjects. 

Once a week you can teach children in a class and their teacher will 

help you, show you how to act in a classroom as a future teacher. For 

your lessons you usually need to write a complete lesson plan with 

scientific analysis.  
As an international student practitioner, the staff and pupils are both 

enthusiastic about working with you. Depending on which school 

phase you attend this would determine what tasks you would be able 

to do.  
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